
Vergleich: Past Perfect – Simple Past 
Task 1: Put in the correct form of the verb in brackets.  

 

1. Before the settlers ______________________________ (arrive) the Indians 

 ______________________________ (live) a free life. 

2. After the settlers ______________________________ (pay) them the Indians 

 ______________________________ (help) them to survive. 

3. Before they ______________________________ (enter) America Asia 

 ______________________________ (be) the Indians` home. 

4. The white John Smith ___________________________ (learn) the Indians` language because  he  

__________________________ (realize) that they couldn`t survive without  their help.  

5. The Indian woman Pocahontas ______________________________ (die) after she and her  family  

______________________________ (sail) to England. 

 

Task 2: Choose the right tense for the following verbs in brackets. 

 

When Sue ________________________ (return) home from school two months ago, she 

____________________ (see) that someone ________________________ (steal) her bike. After she 

______________________ (phone) the police, an inspector ______________________ (come) around at 

once and ______________________ (ask) her some questions. After the inspector 

______________________ (get) the necessary information, he ______________________ (want) to find 

the criminal. The inspector, who ______________________ (have) his job for more than 20 years, never 

______________________ (have) any problems in such cases. They ______________________ (find) the 

criminal after they ______________________ (look) for him for some weeks. After the police 

______________________ (ask) him some questions, they ______________________ (send) him to prison. 

Last week Sue ______________________ (buy) a new bike because the police ______________________ 

(not, find) her old one. However, the police ______________________ (not, tell) her on their last call, that 

the criminal ______________________ (escape) from the prison three days before.  

 

 



Task 3: Combine the two sentences using the word in brackets. Use the 

verbs in brackets either in the simple past or past perfect. 

 

Mrs. Jenkins 

1. Class 8 A (have) their lunch break. Mrs. Jenkins then (give) them an unexpected English test.  (after) 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. The pupils (allow, to go) home at 3. Mrs. Jenkins (tell) them about their homework for the next 

 lesson. (after) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mrs. Jenkins (lock) the door of her classroom. Then she (drive) away in her car. (before) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mrs. Jenkins (arrive) at home at 3.45. Then she (must, to hurry) to answer the telephone.  

 (as soon as)  

_____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sue at the airport 

1. Sue (check) in the airport. Then she (buy) some magazines.  (as soon as) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. She (got) some food and drinks as well. Sue (go) to the flight gate. (after) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Sue (show) the flight attendant her passport. Later she (can, to enter) the airplane. (before) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Sue (find) her seat in row 17. Later the stewardess (begin) with the safety instructions.  

 (as soon as) ____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 



Vergleich: Past Perfect – Simple Past 
Task 1: Put in the correct form of the verb in brackets.  

 

1. Before the settlers ______arrived_____________ (arrive) the Indians   

_____had lived______ (live) a free life. 

2. After the settlers ________had payed___________ (pay) them the Indians 

 ______helped__________________ (help) them to survive. 

3. Before they ___entered___________________ (enter) America Asia   

_________had been___________ (be) the Indians` home. 

4. The white John Smith ________learned____________ (learn) the Indians` language because he  

____had realized___________ (realize) that they couldn`t survive without their help.  

5. The Indian woman Pocahontas ________died_______________ (die) after she and her family  

________had sailed_______ (sail) to England. 

 

Task 2: Choose the right tense for the following verbs in brackets. 

 

When Sue ______returned__________ (return) home from school two months ago, she 

________saw_______ (see) that someone ___had stolen__________ (steal) her bike. After she ______had 

phoned_____ (phone) the police, an inspector ______came_________ (come) around at once and 

_______asked_______ (ask) her some questions. After the inspector _____had gotten_______ (get) the 

necessary information, he _____wanted_________ (want) to find the criminal. The inspector, who 

________had had_______ (have) his job for more than 20 years, never ___________had______ (have) any 

problems in such cases. They _____found___________ (find) the criminal after they ______had 

looked__________ (look) for him for some weeks. After the police ________had asked___________ (ask) 

him some questions, they _______sent___________ (send) him to prison. Last week Sue 

______bought_______ (buy) a new bike because the police _______hadn’t found_________ (not, find) her 

old one. However, the police _______didn’t tell______ (not, tell) her on their last call, that the criminal 

________had escaped_______ (escape) from the prison three days before.  



Task 3: Combine the two sentences using the word in brackets. Use the 

verbs in brackets either in the simple past or past perfect. 

 

Mrs. Jenkins 

1. Class 8 A (have) their lunch break. Mrs. Jenkins then (give) them an unexpected English test.  (after) 

______After class 8 A had had their lunch break, Mrs. Jenkins gave them an unexpected E. test.  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. The pupils (allow, to go) home at 3. Mrs. Jenkins (tell) them about their homework for the next 

 lesson. (after) 

 ____After Mrs J. had told them about their homework, the pupils were allowed to go home._

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mrs. Jenkins (lock) the door of her classroom. Then she (drive) away in her car. (before) 

 ____Before Mrs. J drove away in her car, she had locked the door.___________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mrs. Jenkins (arrive) at home at 3.45. Then she (must, to hurry) to answer the telephone.  

 (as soon as)  

____As soon as Mrs. J had arrived at home, she had to hurry to answer the phone.________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sue at the airport 

1. Sue (check) in the airport. Then she (buy) some magazines.  (as soon as) 

 _____As soon as Sue had checked in, she bought some magazines.____________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. She (got) some food and drinks as well. Sue (go) to the flight gate. (after) 

 ____Sue went to the flight gate after she had gotten some food and drinks.______________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Sue (show) the flight attendant her passport. Later she (can, to enter) the airplane. (before) 

 ___Before she could enter the airplane, Sue had shown the flight attendant her passport.__

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Sue (find) her seat in row 17. Later the stewardess (begin) with the safety instructions.  

 (as soon as) ______As soon as she had found her seat, the stewardess began with the…..__

 _____________________________________________________________________ 


